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Table 35.  Potential Areas of Critical Environmental Concern 

 
Area Name Values of Concern Acres/Miles 

Beaverhead Rock Historic resources 120 acres 
Big Sheep Creek Basin Wetland habitats and associated 

sensitive plant species 
1,000 acres 
within 25,990 
acres 

Block Mountain Geologic features 8,661 acres 
Blue Lake Axolotl habitat 430 acres 
Centennial Mountains Scenic values, grizzly bear, lynx, wolf 

habitats, wildlife migration, 
Whipple’s beardtongue, avalanche 
ecology 

40,715 acres 

Centennial Sandhills Sand dune complex and associated 
plant species of special concern 

1,040 acres 

Centennial Valley Wetlands Wetland habitats, peregrine falcon, 
trumpeter swan, and other migratory 
bird habitat, paleontological resources 

17,335 acres 

Everson Creek Cultural resources 8,608 acres 
Ferruginous Hawk Nesting Area Ferruginous hawk nests/habitat 114,300 acres 
Lewis & Clark Trail Historic resources 16 miles 
Muddy Creek/Big Sheep Creek Scenic values, cultural resources 22,829 acres 
Thorium City Site Radioactivity as a natural hazard 82 acres 
Virginia City Historic District Historic resources 340 acres 
Westslope Cutthroat Trout 
Habitats 

Westslope cutthroat trout populations 
with greater than 99% purity 

84 miles 

 
 
3.4.2  BACK COUNTRY 
BYWAYS 
 
Laws, Regulations, and Policies 
 

��BLM Handbook H-8357-1 (Byways) 
 
Affected Environment 
 
The BLM Dillon Field Office manages the 55-
mile Big Sheep Creek Back Country Byway, 
which runs from near the town of Dell through 
the Big Sheep Creek Canyon, then turns north 
through Horse Prairie to the intersection with 
Highway 324 just west of Clark Canyon 
Reservoir.  The Back Country Byway was 
designated in 1989 as part of a BLM/American 

Recreation Coalition initiative to provide for 
increased opportunities for pleasure driving.  
There is no development associated with this 
route except for the Back Country Byway portal 
sign on the Dell end.  One primitive campground 
is along the Byway at Deadwood Gulch, but is 
incidental to the Byway.  Outstanding scenery, 
wildlife viewing opportunities, solitude, and 
cultural and historic resources are highlights of 
the byway. 
 
 
3.4.3  NATIONAL 
RECREATION AREAS 
 
There are no National Recreation Areas in the 
Dillon Field Office. 


